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my sons have sinned—this did Job continu-
ally.” In the fifth chapter of Ephesians fath-
ers are commanded to bring up their ehildren
““in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
Note that this obligation is distinetly laid upon
the fathers. One of the most effective ways
that fathers ean have in meeting this obligation
is the way of the family altar. It means much
to the children of the home to have the father
gather them about the family altar each day,
to read to them a message from God's word,
and by an earnest prayer to lead them into the
very seeret of His presence. There are many
here today who could rise up and testify that
the family altar was one of the great monlding
influences in their lives.

Fathers, if there is no family altar in your
home will you not erect one today? It will
probably take a great deal of grace and cour-
age, but God will give these to you if you will
only try. If you do not know just how to be-
gin, invite your pastor to come and help yon
to start. Nothing could give him more genuine
Jjoy than just such an invitation.

(¢) In a Christian home we would expect to
see the word of God definitely taught to the
children, *‘‘These words—shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently
to thy children.”” This command was given to
fathers and mothers and it is impossible for
them to avoid the responsibility or to thrust it
over on the Sunday-school and the Church.

A few years ago the mother of a sixteen-
year-old daughter was criticising the Sunday-
school in her church very sharply. These ave
practically her exact words as they come back
to my mind: ‘‘The Sunday-schools of today
are very inefficient. When I was sixteen years
old I knew the Shorter Catechism and whole
chapters in the Bible. But I do not believe
that M knows a single question in the Cat-
echism or a single verse in the Bible. The Sun-
day-schools are very inefficient.”” It never
seemed to occur to her that she was in any way
responsible for her danghter’s lamentable state
of ignorance. She laid the whole responsibil-
ity upon the Church and the Sunday-school.
Some weeks ago a graduate of one of our well-
known Presbyterian colleges told me that one
of the puzzling problems of his college life was
to understand how it was possible for sons of
Presbyterian’ deacons and elders to grow up in
these Presbyterian homes and to come to col-
lege as absolutely ignorant of the word of God
as the majority of his classmates were. One
day in the city of Atlanta an Egyptian called at
my study and told me that he had become deep-
ly interested in the Christian religion and that
he wanted to unite with the Chareh. I natu-
rally asked him what his religious faith had
been up to that time and was surprised when
he told me that he had never had any religion
of any kind, for I had always been taught that
everybody had some kind of religion. I then
asked what was the religion of his father and
mother. He replied: ‘I do not know' any-
thing about it. They belonged to a religious
sect called Druses, but all Druses take an oath
that they will not tell their children anything
about their religion until they are thirty years

~old. I left Egypt before I was thirty, so they

‘never told me anything about their religion.”
My first thought was that this was a very
strange kind of religion and that these were
very strange fathers and mothers. But on see-
ond thought T remembered that there are thou-
sands of fathers in the Christian Church whe
are very much like these Druses fathers. They
never tell their children anything abont their
religion. They never teach them the word of
God. This is the reason why young men come
from Christian homes to college absolutely ig-
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horant of the Bible. Fathers, begin today and
teach your children the word of God. They
need it as a lamp to their feet and a light to
their path as they take their journey through
the world.

(d) In a Christian home the very atmos-
phere should be permeated by the teachings of
the word of God and by the Spirit of Jesus
Christ. Turn to Deut. 6:6-9 and see how force-
fully this thought is brought out.

You may have a blessing at the table, you
may have family prayers, and you may teach
the Bible to your children, and yet you may
not have an out and out Christian home, All
of these exercises may be performed in a purely
perfunctory manner. You may go through the
forms of godliness and lack the power thereof.
The atmosphere which pervades the home will,
in the long run, count for more than all your
formal teachings, Let your mind run back to
the home in which you were brought up. Did
you get your great life convietions from some
set form of instruction which was given you
or did you get them out of the atmospbere
which you breathed in your home?

In the Christian home the principles of the
teachings of Jesus should be the guiding prin-
ciple of each life. Each member of the home
should be taught that he must do his part in
making the home just the kind of home in
which Jesus will delight to dwell. When 2
stranger comes into such a home he will be
compelled to say: ‘‘This is none other but
the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.”’

Fathers, have you provided a Christian
home for your childven? If you have already
done so will you not resolve today that by the
help of God you will make it more Christian?
If you have not done so, will yon not begin
today? You owe it to your children, you owe
it to your God.

4. A father owes his children a Christian ed-
ncation. Practically all fathers recognize that
they owe their children an education. But
there are still multitudes of professing Chris-
tian men who do not seem to realize that they
owe their children a Christian eduecation. It is
passing strange that fathers and mothers will
bring up their children with the greatest care
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
uniil they are sixteen or seventeen years of
age, and then send them off to a school or col-
lege \without the slightest inquiry into the re-
ligious influences of that school or college. As
a resul: many of the boys and girls from our
Christian homes are being sent to schools and
colleges where their minds and morals are poi-
soned for life. I have seen one splendid young
fellow after another go from Christian homes
to such colleges and have seen them return ut-
terly indifferent to religion. When you think
of sending your child to college your first
question ought to be: ‘““What will be the moral
and spiritual influences of that college on my
child?”’ Fathers, you owe your children a
Christian edueation.

5. A father owes it to his children to train
them to attend the services and ordinances of
God’s house. That is precisely what multi-
tudes of fathers and mothers in this book did
for their children.

We have a signifiecant touch in Exodus 12:
26. God has been direeting Moses concerning
the observance of the sacrament of the Pass-
over. In the twenty-sixth verse he says: ‘‘And
it shall come to pass when your children shall
say unto you, What mean ye by this service?
That ye shall say.”” Then follows the explana-
tion of the Passover which they were to give to
their children. Do you see the picturet The

little children are present at this most holy
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* stand Dbetter these deep things of God.
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service of the Old Testament Church., Their
hearts and minds are burning with questions
concerning the meaning of the service. Yon
and I would probably have told them to wals
until they were a little older and eould under-
But
that is not God’s way. He directed that their
questions should be answered elearly and ex-
plieitly.

Perhaps there is no service which so stirs
the heart of little children as the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper. There is no service con-
cerning which they ask so many questions.
What an opportunity this gives to parents to
speak to the little ones about the love of Jesus
and about their need of him. But the eustom
now is to send the children home before the
Sacramental service begins. In fact, it has
become the custom in towns and cities to send
the e¢hildren home every Sunday before the
preaching service begins, and thus we are
training-up a generation of non-church goers.

You will find that the Old Testament saints
took their children with them to the services
of God’s house and to the great religious fes-
tivals. You will find in the New Testament
that when a father ecame into the Chureh he
brought his entire household with him.

We have just one glimpse of the boy Jesus
between his infancy and the time of his baptism
at the age of thirty. Luke gives us this glimpse
in the second chapter of his gospel. Joseph
and Mary are going up to Jerusalem te the
feast of the Passover and Jesus who is twelve
years old is going with them, You remember
how he was lost in the erowd and how they .
searched for him for hours and even days and
found him in the temple. To Mary’s question
he replied: “‘Wist ye not that T must be in
my Father’s house?’” (Am. R. V.)

In this picture we have an example for the
fathers and mothers and children of today.
Joseph and Mary took their child up to the
services and ordinances of the house of God.
The boy Jesus delighted to be in his Fathers
house. It is no wonder that it is said of Jesus
50 often in after years that he went into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day as his custom
was. He learned that eustom when he was a
child. There would be more people in our
churches today if fathers and mothers would
follow the example of Joseph and Mary. The
question is often asked why men do not go
to church. The chief reason is that their fath-
ers and mothers never trained them to go to
church and never taught them to love the house
of God.

Fathers, are you leaving the Church of the
living God out of the lives of your children?
If so, they will have a right to rise up in after
years and reproach you for your negligence,
for the services of God’s house are among the
greatest influences for good that can ever come
into the life of a child. Go back over your
own life for a moment and think of all that
the Church has meant to your own soul. Will
you rob your child of these gracious influ-
ences? :

These are some of the things which a father
owes his children. As we who are fathers
stand face to face with these obligations our
hearts sink within us. We know that we have
come infinitely short of being what God wants
us to be and of doing what God wants us to
do. Let this be a day of penitence and humble
confession to God on our part. Let it also be
a day of rededieation and recorseeration when
we shall make the holy resolve that, if God will
help us,’ we will try anew to meet these obli-
gations, and to teach our children ‘‘that they
may keep the way of Jehovah;, to do righteous-
ness and justice.”’ PR, = ’




